THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

In the same way the leaders of the Falange in Madrid
lived normally with the immunity given to them under
some foreign flag, so that they were able to organise their
forces and maintain close touch with the Falangist leaders
in the Nationalist camp. This abuse reached such a point
that in some of the diplomatic buildings which enjoyed
the benefits of international rights there were wireless
transmitters which made it easy to send out promptly any
information which could interest the enemy.

The recruiting centres and Military Instruction Centres
were also absolute hives of espionage, since they were run
by professional soldiers whom the High Command did not
appoint to the fighting forces on account of their physical
condition, or their small gifts of leadership (frequently
more apparent than real), or because politically they did
not inspire confidence. These centres soon formed them-
selves into organisations which were determined to hold up
mobilisation and do great service to the enemy. In them
were many professional soldiers who seriously harmed the
Republic. When they were checking the calling-up of
soldiers to the ranks with information from the Medical
Tribunals, they marked as "useless recruits" many who in
reality had splendid health, but who had Right Wing
sympathies, and as "useful," the poor boys of the pro-
letariat, tuberculous or weedy, who ought to have re-
mained outside the service. Moreover, as they had the
power to send recruits to whichever service they thought
best, they could quite easily arrange a perfect Secret
Service system in the general staffs of the great Units, and
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